KIPP:

September 3, 2021

To our KIPP NJ families,

2021 is already proving to be a very unpredictable year. In the midst of dealing with a once-in-a-century pandemic, this
week we also had to battle a once-in-a-century flood. Through all of that, we were able to complete our first full week of

school.

There are three main things | wanted to update you on as this week draws to a close:

1)

2)

3)

First and foremost, my thoughts are centered on each of our families across New Jersey who lost something to
the floods. | have spoken with countless staff members and parents this week who lost their home or car to the
storm. | appreciate the work that everyone is putting in to help our students have the best experience that they
can.

e NJ 211 has a flood response site that many may find helpful if they have needs for housing, food, or
other necessities. You can find that here.
® You can reach the Red Cross at 800-507-6058

| also wanted to provide an additional update on our COVID policy. Many parents have reached out directly
about this topic, and | really appreciate the dialogue. Please reference my newsletter sent on Monday for a full
set of our COVID guidance.

Based on guidance, we have decided NOT to continue the use of the following in our schools:

o Plastic or plexiglass barriers: Recently, we have made a change to our policy that has removed the
requirement for plastic dividers in classroom spaces. The CDC no longer recommends the use of plastic
or plexiglass dividers as a strategy to reduce the risk of COVID spread. Additionally, studies have shown
that dividers are ineffective, and could actually increase the rate of the spread of the virus by interfering
with air flow. For more information about this, please see here for an article that summarizes this recent
research, or see the PDF that has been posted alongside this article. For students who are struggling or
unable to wear a mask for medical reasons, we will put increased distancing parameters in place instead
of plexiglass barriers.

Finally, | wanted to say that | realize things are changing very quickly and that | have not had the chance to meet
many of you yet. | have decided to host a virtual parent town hall on September 15 at 7 PM. Please fill out this
survey with questions that you have in advance and we will try to get through as many as we can. More details
will be coming your way about how to join.

Sincerely,

Drew Martin


https://vimeo.com/594905835
https://vimeo.com/594905835
https://www.nj211.org/tropical-storm-ida
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-08/fortunes-spent-on-plastic-shields-with-no-proof-they-stop-covid
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/19/well/live/coronavirus-restaurants-classrooms-salons.html
https://kippnj.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Why-Anti-Covid-Plastic-Barriers-May-Make-Things-Worse-The-New-York-Times.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecMqffGyHf0n2sibVVT9c4yv6Fc2kVF6WFVl7BTi9S-Y8Eog/viewform?usp=sf_link

KIPP:

Executive Director

9/3/2021

A nuestras familias de KIPP NJ,

2021 ya esta demostrando ser un afio muy impredecible. En medio de lidiar con una pandemia que ocurre una vez en un
siglo, esta semana también tuvimos que luchar contra una inundacién que ocurre una vez en un siglo. A través de todo
eso, pudimos completar nuestra primera semana completa de clases.

Hay tres cosas principales sobre las que queria informarles a medida que esta semana llega a su fin:

1)

2)

3)

En primer lugar , mis pensamientos se centran en cada una de nuestras familias en Nueva Jersey que perdieron
algo a causa de las inundaciones. Esta semana he hablado con innumerables miembros del personal y padres
que perdieron su casa o automovil a causa de la tormenta. Aprecio el trabajo que todos estan haciendo para
ayudar a nuestros estudiantes a tener la mejor experiencia posible.

e NJ 211 tiene un sitio de respuesta a inundaciones que muchos pueden encontrar util si tienen
necesidades de vivienda, alimentos u otras necesidades. Puedes encontrar eso aqui .
e Puede comunicarse con la Red Cross al 800-507-6058

También queria proporcionar una actualizacidn adicional sobre nuestra politica de COVID . Muchos padres se
han comunicado directamente sobre este tema y realmente aprecio el didlogo. Consulte mi boletin enviado el
lunes para obtener un conjunto completo de nuestra guia COVID.

Basandonos en la orientacién, hemos decidido NO continuar con el uso de lo siguiente en nuestras escuelas:

e Barreras de pldstico o plexiglds : Recientemente, hicimos un cambio en nuestra politica que
elimind el requisito de divisores de plastico en los espacios de las aulas. El CDC ya no recomienda
el uso de divisores de plastico o plexiglas como estrategia para reducir el riesgo de propagacién de
COVID. Ademas, los estudios han demostrado que los divisores son ineficaces y, de hecho, podrian
aumentar la tasa de propagacién del virus al interferir con el flujo de aire. Para obtener mas
informacion sobre esto, consulte aqui (PDF) un articulo que resume esta investigacion reciente.

e Para los estudiantes que tienen dificultades o no pueden usar una mascara por razones
médicas, implementaremos pardmetros de distanciamiento incrementados en lugar de
barreras de plexiglas.

Finalmente, queria decirles que me doy cuenta de que las cosas estan cambiando muy rapidamente y que
todavia no he tenido la oportunidad de conocer a muchos de ustedes. He decidido organizar un ayuntamiento
padre virtual el 15 de septiembre a las 7 PM . Por favor, complete esta encuesta con las preguntas que tenga de
antemano e intentaremos responder todas las que podamos. Recibird mas detalles sobre cdmo unirse.


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=es&u=https://vimeo.com/594905835
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=es&u=https://www.nj211.org/tropical-storm-ida
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=es&u=https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-08/fortunes-spent-on-plastic-shields-with-no-proof-they-stop-covid
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=es&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/19/well/live/coronavirus-restaurants-classrooms-salons.html
https://kippnj.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Why-Anti-Covid-Plastic-Barriers-May-Make-Things-Worse-The-New-York-Times.pdf
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=es&u=https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecMqffGyHf0n2sibVVT9c4yv6Fc2kVF6WFVl7BTi9S-Y8Eog/viewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link

KIPPSNEWARK

Atentamente,
Drew Martin

Director ejecutivo



